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might stay at her house, and that she might receive his visits there, because then she would have her aunt to advise and consult with on every occasion, and then that she would put off their being left together that night, that she might consider things a little, and know the better how to receive him.
Her sister went down, and sending for her aunt into another room, proposed the first to her ; Let me alone, niece, for that, says she. So the other went up to her sister, and soon after the father calling for his two daughters, they went down into the room. It was easy for her, at first sight, to perceive that her lover was not at all altered in his affection to her ; that he did not come to her with resentment or with ceremony ; for he flew to her, took her In his arms, and told her he came to see If she had goodness enough to pardon his not keeping his word with her, in coming to wait on her again, and also to claim her promise of staying for him. He spoke this so softly, as not to be heard by the company, and without expecting any answer, turned about to pay his respects to her aunt; in doing which, he told her, he hoped she would give him leave to wait upon her niece at her house.
The aunt took the hint, and turning to the father. Brother, says she to him privately, I think if you would let my niece stay here for some time, and let the gentleman come to wait on her here, I would take care to prevent such little scruples as you know interrupted that affair before, and you will the sooner bring it to an end, according to your mind. With all my heart, says the father; if we had done so before, I believe she had not played the fool as she did.
Upon this, turning themselves to the company, she says aloud. Niece, I don't intend to lose your company thus ; I suppose, if this gentleman designs to